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it meets with a Soul ingenious. 
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Self-E'xamimation: with the like-. 4 
lieſt means of (onver/conand- * 
Salvation. | 


CHAP.TI. 


t Hoſe that are to paint or print a-picebe field, 
F wichin the compaſs of a (heer or rwo of paper, 
can make bur fery Souldzers whole and complear'; 
bur are forced to ſet down for che moſt parr, their 
hiads only or their helmets, Sol intending to ſayonly-e« 
nough of theſe SubjeCts,ſhall be brief, and bur ſele& ourhere; 
and there that which will make molt for my purpoſe, atid che 
Readers benehic. "8 LEE OG > 20>. 
Itis the Abltra&-of Religion , to imitate and' obey hiftt_ 2 
whom we profeſs to worſhip : neither are we wotthy tobe 
called Chriſtians,except we imitate Chriſt, and endeavotir to 
frzme our lives, according to'the Res which he bath pre- 
ſcribed in-his Geffel. And why was the Name _—_— rt 
firſt uſed, bur ro Cenominare' the crue Diſceplerand follow- 
ers of Chriſt , and to diſtinguiſh them from the Heathen? \.-* 
25 appears, Afts 1 1,36,Bit now, (tour ſhamebeir ſpoken) ,- -- 
ler any ene compare ifiens tives with Chriſts life, of thoſe * *: 
Rules which he bnrsiven us + and he ſhall be forcedro con- 
feſs, rhat cicher the Goſpel'is none of Chriſte, or few among 
us are Chriſtians, And yet there is ſcarce aman in the Natior, = 
( be he never ſo vicious and wicked )- but he willſay heis a, 
Chriſtian, and hopes to be ſaved by Chr;ff, which alone may * 
moye wonder to aſtoniſhment ! How-much mors,ifwe ſhatt 
compare the numberleſs number of onregreat, and gf.evous 
abominations, wherewith our Land is filled from corner to 
| Corner, with the many and great #eans Which Godhuth al- 
forded for qur reclaiming., I 
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leſs a price than the Blond of Chriſt; 


for their licen ionſnels, nar as a reme 
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The principyl end for which man was created, after the Image 
of God, and'endowed wich gifts and abijicies,- above all other 
wifible creatures ; Was , that we. might honour, love, and 
ſerve our Creator, and enjoy communion and happineſs with 
him for ever. And for the ſame end alſ>, did the only Son of 
God die, wh2n we ( by eating the forbidden fruit ) nd turned 


_ '- that /mageof God, into the, ſmage of Satan, being in reaſon 
>, palt hop: of recovery, even to redeem 2s, ont of the hands of 


or ſpiritual enemies ; that we might ſerve our Creator and Ke- 
deemser, according ts rhoſe preceprs which he hath given us 
in his Word ; azd to ſet forth the praiſe of him, who hatb done 
all this for us, Lute 1.73, 74, 75. T hat we (hould be holy, and 
without blame b:fore hins : That he might purge us, to be a 
peculiar people to, himſelf, zealous of good workes: That we 
lhenld deny ungedlineſs, and worldly luſts: Ard that we ſhanld 
live ſoberly,” righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world, Ana 


wichal, That we mghr enjoy everlaſting communion and 


happineſs, withour Bleſfed Maker ard Redremer, as the Ho- 


ly GhoFt (ers it down, Eph.1:4. Tit. 2.132,14.1 Pet. 2424, 
2 Tim.2119. Pſal.116,12,13,14, , 
Bur alas, moti men know no other end of their Creation, 


' bur Recreaties gn0 other en of their Redemption, bur to ſx115- 


hecheir laſts, to eat, drink, ſleep, ſin, 2nd make others to fin ; 
to purſue the1r profit, pleaſure, honour. This (25 they ſuppoſe) 
1s all chic Chriſt expects from rhem : For this is the ſum of 
their Lords P rayer, Creed, and Ten Commandments. Whence 
(like new ſiteping i» a Boat) they are carried down the ſtreams 
of this world, until they atrive at their Graveſend, Death; 
withour once wakivg to bethink themſelves, whether they 
are going to Heaven or Fell, So living like Beafts, becauſe 
they think they ſhall are the Beaffs, and never give any ac- 
count of whac they have either afted or left undone. The luſts 


\ of the fl:{h, the Laſt of the eyes, and the pride of life;is all che RF 


»ty hat mol} men worſhip, : | 

As for an\wering the end of our Redemption; which'colt no 
+do.nor at all mind 
aſſion, aSa Warrant 
and take his deach 


it, or if hey d5, they apply Chrif 
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fo eurung the grace of God into wantonneſs ; as if aman ſhould 
head his Drum of  Kebellion with hit. Pardon. Ag, © the 
pride, covetouſneſs', cruelty , damnable hypocriſie , the. cv; 
ſed ſwearing and curing, abominable and worle then bealt- 


like Druzkganeſs, adultery,-lying, flandering, perſecnting, Core - 


tempt of Keligion and ail goodnels, grizding. of faces like 


edg:d cools , ſpilling of blood like water, racking of rents," 


detenſion of waggs and workmens hire, 1ncredible crncley ro 
ſervants, inclojing of Commons, groſſing of Commediies , 
fiping Exattions, with {training the advantages df gre2tnels, 
Unequal Levies of Legal payments, ſpteful ſms, griping uſs- 


ry, bribery, perjury , pariiality , Treaſon and Rebelluun, Sa- 


eriledge, ſmonaical contr afls and ſoul-murtber, [currility, and 
Prophanneſs, conſemng 14 bargains, breaking of Promiſes, per fi 


aious underminings, atheiſm, and a. world of the like. In fo 
much, that there is ſcarce one of an hundred whaſe. kxow» 


ldg, belief, and life, is inany degree anſwerabletg the Gee. | © 


ſpel. , And ſo far arewe from loying and ſerving Chrif, that 


we hate and perſecute thoſe that do ir, and thatfor their fo.” 


doing. | | 

And (Which does exceedingly aggravate” our. ſhame-and 
wickedneſs ) we have all vowed 10 our Baptiſm; to ſerve. 
Chriſt, taken Preſs money and great wages of him 'to that 
end, gives Security by Sareties , that we will fighragaint 
the World,the Fleſh,and the Dewil : Yer in a moſt-thameful 
manner (the moſt of us) have renonnced our Vow made ta 
him, fled from bis Standard, ana fonght for Satan and the 


World : ſeeking to winall we could trom (rift, by-remptwg 


to (in,and by perſecutiag ſuch as we ſee herrer.chen our ſelves. 
Nor.does our Vow in Baptsſms more aggravate our fin, ren. 
does the great meaxs thar Chriſt hath | uſed, to brang #s out 
of darkyeſs imo light, and from the power of Satan unio Gods 
As why. do we in this Land enjoy ſo much ligh- and means 
of grace more then other people ? Why hath Ged delivered 
us from Pageniſm' and Popery, and. reveale:l rus his Ward 
ſo/plainly and fully? ' Why hach Chr; Z cont; nacd 613 Geſpel, 


( th2 belt of bletſings ) amongſt ws, more the 1 an by cre! | 


A3 years? 


a8 a licenſe to fin, bis Crofs as'a Letters Patent ro do-miſchief, 
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wnder Heaven may compare with us, Yes when neicher his 
word, mercits, nor any ardinaty mens would ferverhe turp 3 


| $ | why hath ae at ſeveral tre? and after ſundry WAXKEY $i vigred 
|. us With ſeveral judgmtnts, cotry what they would do : bur to 


invite and.call us to reprntance , and t9 mind us of ourmany 
EDgage:ments.. | | 


CHAP. 1. 


TY Ut wois me ; How few of us »re the betrer for all ? 
\ Yea what cies Can bur run over to lee for the-miolt 
py part, whar lives men led ? 0 i ce 

4 * - The Holy Ghoſt tels us in the Word ,-and wehear 
cheſame-daily, That eviry men ſhall*be judoed according "t4 
his works, be they good or evil; Rev. 20.13. That we fhatt 
give ai atcount at the day "of 'judgniem * for every idle word 
we ſpeak Muatth. 12736; That there Heads no other cauſe 
of our- laſt and heavieſt Doom, then; (ye have not- groven,” 7 


havd wot viſned, G&c: Mxath;25. 41,t0 45. Thar the-righre> 


0144 ſhall ſcarcely be ſaved, 1 Pet, 4. 18. Thit weany ſhall fech 
to eurtr in at tht Braic rate,” and ſhall +5# be able; Luke 12. 24. 
That «0 wir ightews per (04 ſhall inlerit the Ritgdoms of God , 
bit {Ball bave their pirt\and portion 1% that Calze which burn- 
#h with fire and brimſtove, which is the ſecond death, 1 Cor 6. 
9,19. Gal, 521, Rev, 21.8; Tha except our Trobteonſ- 
ſs exbreds ther ighionſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees , 
wWhowereno mear''men- for- onward and fort} perfor« 
manees) we ſhall inno caſe exter imo the Kingdom of Henven', 


' Mat, 4. 20. And thit without holineſs 10 man ſhall ſte the 


Lord, Heb.t2.14. Yet molt men live; as if rhe Gofpel were 
mee cpneraty-to the rule of the Law; as if God Were nei- 
er cobeferred, nor cared for ; as if they were neither be- 

tolding//to him, ror flood in aweof him, both ovt'of his 

debt-avd danger * Yea a5 if there were no God to judge, not 


Hell ropaniſh, not Heaven toreward. 'I'cannot think of ic 
\. Withouraftoniſhinenc? Neither would men ſpeak as they 
:  ſpeaky 1hink 45 clivy "chittky do-25 they do, if they thoughe 


"4 that 
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chartheif ti, 994, and tents, thould ver come © I, 
'J Jud t, QUT KTP 0 A 
Teas 'O FORey » be femiſted Otearthy and; horejbly. 4s 

Ja f fie: a m_ {6 bleft, aidf6;long forborn _— 
Va” ſh and "1 ; pat ful, as this "6 tOrequne the Lord. 


ein Forty, Dor his 0odnefs bach: beftowad} 
may ind %r prear mietes upon us, chav: is nor; poſkble 
expre(s'his bounty therein For 1fwelook mnard, 'we find” 
ont Crentors mercies':if welook wpward;his mercyrexcherh 
unto the Heavens ;' if downward, the” Earth 38 frll of his good- 


mſs , andſois che-broad Sea; "if wetlook about ww, what is. -* 


ir thar ke hath not givertus? ay ro brenhv in; frerowarm: 
us, twat#y to cool and cleanſe us,” clogths rg coverus, fordro 
nobitifh Us, fruitero refrelk us; yea; dibieates topleaſe us;breſts 
to ſerve'us, Angels ts itendus, Hradirtoreceiveus ; and 
which is 2bove'a1t;" Himſelf, nd bR'own' $19, robe emoyed 
of 18? Yes, Godof Recs) ory hath removed ſo many evils 
from"ie; and conferred ſs many good thiigs upon 15. Thar rhey 
are beyond rkonght wy ra##5mation.: © For if the whole World . 


were turned | into a Book, ?and all the. Angels deputed Wre- = Y 


ters therejn, they cotild nor ſer dowwalkrtre © goo which-Gods 
love in Chriſt hath done us. "And as much dowe owe: unto- | 
God for the dangers from which he delivers as ::>[Agfor: the 
great weal, h and dipririer, whereunto he hath alwaies raiſed we. 

Now we are infinitely bound 't6 romnate for-his externab., 
temporal, infer our ,tarthly,per; Howmuch mote” 
Fas ry we pratſe eine Fw ol fruns of iis erual 
love md mercy? 2s that we arenot at'this prefent/ſyiug 11 
Hell flames, never to'be freed ; that we have'the free offerrcf 
: Heaven, and eternal ſalvgtion* : How4hankful ſhould wetrive 
to be'? Nor Da we poſſibly beufthankful; if weferions- 
ly thoushr upon bat Ged gives, atid-what he foraxum t' Ard 
eertaitly, if a | rids ha#grven us but #2houſawd: pare of what 
God hath, 'weſhbutd heartily love him" all cir tewts, ard thirk 
| no thaitks ſufficient. © JR On 7 RY \ SSIS Wh 
Bur chat we may the better confitery What Gad harh-Cone 
for us, obſerve that *when mdy'Wis in Trio Miſerable ard 
andere grhina by teaſon of -o##hpral and" aBfwal fw;-ard 7 
ah Aq , } " of -j 
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' of theeurfedue ro bub ; being liable 


God,who had alrexdy.paſſed ſencence upon him: When nei- 
' ther Heaven, Earth, nor Hell, could have yielded any ſaris- 
| Rory thing bebdes Chr:ff, that could haveſatisfied Gods 
Juſtice, #nd merired Heaven for us, Then, O then! Gad in 
his infinige wiſdom 20d g99dveſs, did nat only find out away 
roſnisfic bisjuftice'and <he Law z but.even geve w his own 
Son, our of js boſom,' and his Sox gave himſelf. ro dic, cven 
the moſt. ſhameful, painful, and curſed death of the Croſs, to 
redeem us ; that whoſoever believeth in him, {ſhould not perijh 
but hav: everlaſting life, John 3, 16.. A mercy bettowed, an 
a way found qurt, that may ationiſh all che ſons of mx oy 
earth, and Angels in Heaven ! Wherefore, O wonder at this 
you thar' woncer at nathing, that the grerna/ God [ſhould die to 
redeem our worſe then loſt ſanls, that we naight nat die etervally , 
and co bring ſalvarien to us,even againtour wils, 2 Cor.8,9, 
I the deepmeſs of Gods love ! O the anmeaſurable meaſure of hug 
bounty | Q Son of Goa,who can ſuſiciently admure thy love, of 
Fommend thy puty,or extol thy praiſe!It was a wonder that rhoy 
'magdeſt xa fur thy ſelf ; Mere, that thou wadeſ# thy ſelf max for 
#3 bur moſt of all, that thon ſhouldett @nmake thy ſelf, thar 
thou ſhou!eſt dic to ſave us / Bur bebold andRand amazed ar 
che return we make of ſo- many merties ! Far whereas God 
hath removed fo many evils { (pititual and corporal, temporal 
and eternil) from ##,-and conferred ſo navy good things upon 


w ; weby way of requital, have ſtriven to multiply ottences - 


2gainſt him, and co makechem as infinice in number, as his 
bleſſings. Loth I am to accuſe my Nation, but Conſcience 
canpelsme; fot we are ſo far from loying and ſerving Chr:/f 
for his unſpeakable and unexpreſlible lave, towards us ; that 
what be commands, we de the contrary. Yea, we bavedone 
' nothing from our infaricy., hut added fn wwto fin; as God 
bath added npergy wnto mercy. There any power, fanition, 
erfeculty, Either of our ſouls or hedges, that is not hecqme a 


*\ 


ready inlirumenc to diſhonour their Maker. Even query part 
 & hokenrt Chriſt, whuch yee would be glorifgd of bing. And as 
" | , , WF 3 FI Si i 


. | all wiſer ies In this life, 
and adjuoged to ſuffr eterval rorments in bell fire after death, 
having no polbbility co: eſc:pe the fierce wrath of Almighty. 
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if we had contrafted wth the Devil, Chat we would abuſe 

our heavenly F atbers gifts, ſo falt as they come; his bleftng: 
make us proud, his riches, covetons; fits peacegvanton; Bils neears, 
intemperate, his mercy, ſecure ; and all his benefics ſerve us bur 
2s Weapons to rebel again(t him. As we have been farted with 
Gods bleſſings, we have ſpurned at his precepts. Reſetnbling the 


Leopard, Who wrongs E111 moſt, that gives him moſt fodder. 


O my brechren ! Englands unthenkfulneſs hath Ariven with 
Gods g00dneſs for the viRtory : as Abſolom Rrove with David, 
whecher the Farher ſhould be more kind ro the Sox, or the 
Son more wnkind to the Father 1 As what think-you?_ ... ©-. 

 Thartheroad ro Hell(a place ſo wofal and delorons)ſhould 
be ſo exceedingly thronged, and the way to Heaven ( a place 
ſo bleſſed and' gleriovs ,) ſhould be almoſt wholly neg/eRed, 
Macth. 7. 13, 14-'John 5, 19. Rev. 20,8. That Chrif 

fhould lay down his life to ranſome and redeem men from 


' infiute, intollerable, and intermunable tarments'; and to pure 


chaſe for them ſuch pleaſures as never entred into the heart of, 
May to concerve : and yer Satan (that bloudy devouring Dra- - 
on, and vowed enemy of all mankind) ſhould have more 
Servants and YVolumtiers than Chrift ; and they do far more for 
him,thari Chrz/ts ſervants do for theit Lord ! Rev. 3.4. & 134 
16; Rom.to,12. That men ſuppoſed rational, ſhould reſolve 
to celiroy themſelves ; .that they ſhould love damnation, 
that they ſhould hare their own ſouls, as weil as holineſs , 
and the holy God; and all for fin-and vanity, ſuch a wretched 
emptineſs ; this is the greateſt folly and frenzy imaginable ; 
This above alt, deſerves bitter lamentation ! yea, What So« of 
bloxd, is enough to bemoanthis fooliſh, wicked, and deſper «tg 
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CHAP. II, 


Queft. Ty Ut will you know how'iit comes to be (0? for the 

-V: ard of God (in this asin all acher caſes) will ac» 
| = quaintyscherewich, | *. CR eps 
Anſo. Many Reaſons hereof might be colleRted from che 

Ped; but theſe few may ſerve, , Wo 
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as. The kelieft meant of Cover fron. 
 _ "-Eyety wanrs bornſtark dead in fin; xnd whereas the Word 
reached, 1s ſpirit and life to quicken thoſe that are dead in 
1193”2fd to raſe wp thoſe thar are cherewith caf# down : 
chey will either nor hear cher ord, (as I think I may ſay,chat 
one half of the men. and women it the Kizgdoms comenor 
oncea year Within the Church doors : Ir were good they 
were compelled to hear this Word of life, Which 1s the only 
ordinary means of ſalvation : ) Of if they do hearic, they 
will nor apply it to themſelves, or be reformed byir ; bur 
Eonttarily reſolve to continue their ns, antil ar length the 
uſtom and reiteration of (in,and rezeAing the Means,brauns 

ons hearts, and blinds their minds, J:t.13. 23, They will 

mor pecrivethe truth in love, that they may be ſaved *, T here- 
fort ave- given up to ſtrong delyſions, to believe lies, that they 
may be danmed, 2 Theſ, 2.10, 11,12.-They will not regard, 

mr retains God in ther thoughts z (therefore God, gfves chem 
over ty 4 reprobare mind, Roms. 1. 28., They will not cake 

rh3 "Spirits connſel , "therefore the Spirit gives them up. to 

* walk 1 therr -owhs counſels, Jer. 9.13, 14, 15+ "They think 
rey hive as good hearts as the b{},* and therefore they will 
follow that deceirful glide, Ezzk. 14. 3, 4, Fe They Will not 

dy avy 1nem3 that Chriſt can uſe, wnderſtand, "nor be. con- | 

.*  verted, nor ſaved: Thereforethey ſhall not underſtand, nor be / 
4 


converted, ar ſaved; If: 6.9, 16, Marth.13:15.. They will [- 
defreve Satan, that pro iſe; proſperity tofin, yea, bifeand J, 
faloation ( as the Pope proviled. to the Powder Traytors ) 
rarherthan believe God, who threitens Hell arid * damwation, 
f ttten do not repeat af, 354 fo:03ke theit fins:” Therefore 
V3 Welivers ther ub to Satan, 15 to be deluded, that the 
light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, ſhall not ſhine anto them , 
I 2 Cor. 4.3,4- Eph. 2.2. 2 Theſ,2.9,10, Neither will they Fc. 
believe what 15 written, until they Feelwhat « writes, And Jo, 
raerefore ſhall fire and brimſtoxe confute them, becule nothing Þ, 1 
elſe pill do ir.” And let ſuch take notice, that whenmen reje 
ail&609 means, and refuſe to ſerve the juſt amd true God, 
p:ovoking him by their rebellious and damnable wickedneſs: Þ 
He in juſtice gives them ovet to the falſe, name!;, the god of 
this world, to be taught and governed by himi. Even as afſ: 

bo | F7 | 


.- 


juſt Tudge, having paſt ſentence upon fome Heinous Mulifa: 

toy, gives him'up to the Faylor-or Execiridner,” as'you 

{ ſee by ſundry places, as 2 Theſ«2. 16,12. T Tim-4.% 
2 Tim.2.26, Eph, 2.2. John8.44- "& 31. & t 3.2, Oo 
14.30. As 5. 3. 1 Chrog. 21.1, Gen. 3.x, "tos, & 160 : 
Kev.2.10, 2 Cor.4.3,4. t Kings 22. 20, 2T, 32. Which ved 
ing ſo, no wonder there thould be ſo meany Atheiſthaird ſofu# 
C briftianrin this our Goſhen, where hath-been ſuch Pregeh- 
ing, that no people in the world enjoy thelike: 

True, they will not believe that Suran bath ar'y power'breP 
them,no,theydefie the Demil, andall his works: burifche 
word of God be true, © they are the devils captives, at hit cops- 
mand, ard ready, to do bis will: For he riiles over, and wor 7 
theys bis yleafure, as the Apoltle witneflerh,' 27m. 2, 6; 
Eph.2:2,3; Yea, he enters intothem, ih&purs 1c theit 
hearts whar/he will bave them todo, John 13: 2. 1” PRE 
1 Chj0n,47.2. Opens their mouths, ſpeaks in;/ind by thery 3 
Gen. 3.16.” Strercherh our'their' harids; an# they ; A pe he 
will have chett, A&s 12.1,2,'Rev,2.10. Hebeiis theil &74; 
2 Care4 4. their King, %hn 12.31, & 4:3o; ind cReit'Þ 6. . 
ther, Gen. 3-15. fobn 8. 44. "Which beirg-ſo, no wonter 
men ſhould be ſo miſtaken in judging chemielves C briſtiss 
while they are indeed. worſe exemies to Chriſt and tis Go- 

| ſpl, then are meer Feathezs. No wonder ben onely 
1 thoſe that are ſpiritual , can judge of ſpiricual chings; For 
' | the natural. mean perceiverh wor the things of the 5 Cpirit 
) Y neither can he know them, becauſe they are ftiricually di 
I Cor. 2 14, 

Aoiin;\v were impoſſible (were itnot fot the Fte-coing 
reaſons)thari in the mid{t ef ſo much light,and meansofgract 
'* Yo few ſhould be converted: For orherwiſe the Word of God is 

q {0 powerful,and the Gofpelſo raviſhing that che wer ld could'tiot 
: ſtand before it without ſyubtnittng to it, Yex, wereichot for 
or were ic poflible, chat yr ng itoniderts 
td to ſuffer eternal terments in Hell "duly reprievea for 
x tunue rota hear the" Goſpel, ang glad d rf latin 
day after day, and year after year, ) rig rent 

} the Lord, and the gh poaer of God ro fete al 
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1. 6, Quick and poperful, and (barper than any two tdoed ſword, 
&c. Eph.6.17, Jer.23.29,30.2 Cor.10.4,5. Heb.4.i2. And, 
Whereity God offers x64 4 pardqn, in tendering Chriſt unto us, F + 
n the condinon of faith and repentance ; ' which is ſach a | | 
ſpeRacle of nnſpeakable mercy, as mignt raviſh our ſouls with | * 
#dmiration? and ftand it out, andbeing ſo far. from accepting 
4 pardon thankfully, that we refuſe and comemnu ; yea, ina * 
manner deride che. offer - For we oppole the Goſpel, and ( 
perſectite Chriſt in his members, either wich hand or tongue, 
{ 

h 


- 


or both, and are ſo fir from, imicating Chriſt, ot obſerving 
bis precepts , in being holy our ſelves,. that we ( molt of us 
hate. and ſcoffe ar bolineſ; in-others: Here is ingrati- ff * 
tude, here is fooliſh, wicked, and deſperate madneſs with a wit- | " 
meſs! And how could this be, were it not for the foregoing || ? 
Reaſons ? Neither could men elſe, but hate ſin, and love ho- | 7 
lineſs: For ( belides that any rational man , would rathe: | ** 
goto: Heaven and be ſaved, than to Hell aud be demmed : ) e- th 
_ ven Platoa meer Heathex could .ſ1y, that wereze, 1f ic bef} Y 
dearly diſcerned, moves great love ang attetion : And that f 
in caſe. 4 vertrons ſoul, could but be fre with corpordl eyes, it of 
would raviſh all men, and ſer their hearts on fire with love f 15 


andadmiration of the ſame. | in 
pb b be. eT 
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| Ut you will ask me, who are ſvch as may properly be ha 

} called Chriſtians? : his 

Anſw. Thoſe that are rightly ſo tiled, do in ſome Me 

[1 


: meaſure walk according to'the zgles and precepts of 
the Goſpel, as theſe and the like, though with-much infic- 
mity. Tho ſhalt love the Lord.thy., God with all thing” 
htart , mind, and. ſtrength; aud. ps Tarn as thy. ſelf , ed, 
Marth. 22. 37,39- Whether y2-cat or ink, or. whatſoever gh 
ye do, do all tothe glory of God,. 1 Cor. 10.31. Wharſoever aiſ} 
24. would that men {hmld de wet y-m, even the ſame do Je and 
wato them, Mit. 7,12, Fe walks nt according raf©c 


che rudiments ofthe World, neither dozs he fol:ow the exP!©! 
ample of the zrea:ft number, nor the greateſt ac», nor the 
| £ eateſt 
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greateft Scholars, any farther then they follow Chriſt. But he 
ſerves God inffirit, according to Chriits Goſpel : for ſo far 
forth as he can, he kwves and believes, and bears, and mwyo- 
cates, and hopes, and fears, and loves, and worſhips Godtn 
ſuch manner as his #/ord preſcribes, without adaitron, or di- 
| mirution. And having fo done and performed his urmol} , 
| (nor ro deſerve by ir, but ro expreſs his chankfulnefs ro Chg 
that hath done and [uffered ſo much for him) he confeſſerb 
; | himſelf an unprofitable ſervant, and that in ajl, he comes far 
|} ſhore of pertorming his duty, ZLuket7. x0." If you would 
have a full and compleat Charafter of ſuch an one, for your 
'Þ imicayzon, and direction ; or M2 parrern ro know, believe, 
| and live by, read The wholt” Duty of a' Chrift;an lately 
Printed for Mr. Crip. In the mean time know, that we are 
wot born, but new born Chriſtians, by the immorcal ſeed of 
the Ford, and the Spirits powerful working with ir. And 
when any one is new born, it wiltappear by this : Regenerae 
tien or new birth 1s a creation of new qualities whe ſoul , 2s 
being by nature only evil diſpoſed. In all that are born anew, 
1s a change, both in the judgment, from errour to truth, arid 
in the will, from evil to good, and in the affect;ons,from loving 
evil, and hating good, tO love good and hate ev1i; in the whole 
man, from darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God. Noris there one of that ſmall number, whom Chr;f 
»| hath choſen our of the World ; bur is able to ſay, I bleſs God, 
his Ford and Spirit hath wrought in meſuch a chavge, and 
ftrange alteration, that ic haih opened mine eyes that wefe * 
blind before, mclined: my will to obedience, which before was 
rebellious, ſofreed my heart , ſantiified , and ow changed 
py affettions: So thac 1 now love that good which before 1 ha- 
] ed, and: hate that e911 which befert-T loved; . and am de- 
witighted with thoſe holy exerciſes, which heretofore did moſt 
rI4:ſplcaſe me, and am diſpleaſed wich thoſe vain pleaſures , 
J 
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$avd filehy fins, whichin cine palt did »woft delight me, and 
gffaccounts the ſame ſuch a mercy, that notoneue 15 able to ex- 
«Preſs its Nd 
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CHAP. V. 


iq; Þ Ut.to bring.this home to our ſelves :- Are none Chr; 
4 - (ans, but fuch as z3v:tate_ Chrift, and endeavour ty. 
DD make the Goſpel a rule for them ro walk by ? then 
.*.-. thetifiplace, they that are in their zudgwents, = 
feflions, and ations; quite contrary to Chriſt and the GotpelF 
are far-from being Chriſtiaxs. And of this number are. a 
Draunkards., Smearers , and (Curſers, all the laſciview and} 
. voluptw2 14, all Adwlterers and Fornicaters, all covctons, u 
aſt, and wumerciful men, All Scavcers, falſe Teachers, an 
Auch'as err i» Fundamentals ot bold damnable Opinions ; al 
-3gnorgnt perſons that know not God, nor the very firlt principle 
of Chryiftiamty; Which every one mult of neceſſity know, 
 ,orhe cannot be ſaved, 1ſa. 27.11. Ho. 4.6. 2 Theſ.1.7,8, 
Prev.19.3. John 3.19. And the number of theſe are num: 
be:leſs : all rhe rebellions, and diſobeditnt, all lyars, flarte- 
rers, and time ſervers, Who like thoſe Chaldears, Dan. 3; 
7- Would worſhip. a golden Image, racher then for-go theit 
immunities ; all opex Or ſecret enewnes to. the power of godlinſi 
85 [coffers at halineſi, and haters of the good, Who are not 1 
ew ; all 7dolaters, Talers, the fearful 2nd xnbelieving, Sor\ : 
Ccerers, NC. who ſhall» every one (if they repentnot )- bavq 
their patt and portion in the Lake, that burneth with fire and 
brimſtone, which ts the ſecond death ; 2s the Holy Ghoſt wit 

nelleth, Rev. 21.8, 1 Cor. 6.9, 10, All.theſe 1 fay, ih 
by their works, that they ſerve nor the Lord Jeſus, but thei 
'Father the Dern/z and therefore ought nor to be owned 
Chriſi;ans. For what ſaith the Apofte? hisſervants we ar 
ro whom we yield obedience, Rom. 6.16, See more Gal. 5. 24 
2 Pet. 2.19, Mat. 6.24. Luke 1.74, 75. SO that it 1s at 
inf-]lible argument, if weobſerve and obey Chriſts precepts 

we are his Servants; if Satans commands , We are bis [| 
Jefts and ſlivy:zt. Men may pretend what they will; bur we 
7re bound to believe the God of truth ; and what ſaith Sainq 4/ 
7obn, He thar pretends intereft in God, or Chriſt, and keept, 
ech yot his commandments, t# alyar, and the truth not 
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hins, 3 John 2.4.5. andin thechird Chapter and eighe verſe» - 
he affirms plainly, chat. all wilful fnvers are the Devils ſer” 
wants, Andindeed let men flatter themſelves, or pretend 
what they will ; 1c cannot be denied burthe fray te 
the name of the tree. The converſation above all, 
. carries the bridle of the ll, whether God or Satay. 
S did not men purpoſely ht their eyes , top their ears, "and 
harden their own hearts, leſt they ſhould ſee and bear, and ſo be 
converted, 4 our Saviour himſelf ſpeaks, ar. 13; 15, they 
s could-not but know, that the whole Bible-hears upon this: Ic 
q is St. Pax: everlaſting fule, Roms. 6. 16, Te are bis Servants 
to-whons ye obey : And St. Peters infallible DoQrine, 2 Pet. 
q 2.19.” Of whons a man 1s overcome, mito hin be 1 in bondage. 
If AndSt. John, I» this are the childres of God known, and 
al the children of the Dewl : Whoſoever doth not rightemac . 
Jy tu wt of God, but of the Devil, 1 John 3.8, 10. And after 
31 this manner does our Savicur reaſon with the Jews, John 8, 
1 33, to 48, See then whoſe commands ye do, Gods or: Satans ; 
rl if Satens, thien ſaith St, John, Let no mandecerve you throwgh 
34 wvam words; for he only that dath righteouſneſs » # righteous , 
il and hethat doth antighteouſneſs, is of the Devil, 1 John 3. 
3 8-7 «OR : 
| Now what can be ſpoken more expreſs, Or morefull tothe 
71 point in hand ? Nevertheleſs .as the Fes, John 8. choughe 
vi we may pur away our wives, we may ſwear, we may hate our 
nal. enemies, we may bill the: Prophets, ſubjelt the Word of God to 
I owr Traditions, and follow our own luſts ; and yet they moſt 
1 confidently believed ,. and ſtifly maaimtained that God'w 
el their Father, verſe 41. Though*by their leave Chriſt cal 
ay them Baſtards, and finds out another Father for them, verſe 44. 
Te are of jour Father the Dewl, and the laſts of your Father 
F ze willdo.” As indeed they did not long after ; for they 
i  murthered the ſame Chriſt, who was the only Son of God , 
rt which provedit fufhctently, Evenſo will che worſt of men 
ab in theſe daies,boalt themſelyes Chrift;ans.Such as do nothing 
We but fu, ad make others to fin: ſuch as glory in, and maintain 
9 their ſous. 0 
ha 
. 
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The likelieft means « 
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cheſe premiſe ro meer 1n Heaven. Yea, thereis 
ſcarce a man on earth, but he thinks. to go to Hea- 
were "Which yet is no wonder, if you conficer all, . For what 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 Cor. 3. 1s appliable to all char are in 
their natural condition : T hetr mas were blinded, for until 
this day remaineth the ſame Vail upon their hearts untaken a- 
way, inthe reading of the Old Teſtament : which Vail, when 
they ſhall turn to the Lord, ſhall be taken away in Chriſt, 
v.T14,15.16. Neither do they ſpeak other than they chink in 


common errour of Unomius, That faith without works will 
ſerve. Onely beherve, andthou (halt be ſaved; no matter how 
menlin Whence it is, they do not in the leaſt dqubr bur 
to have benefit by the Goſpel, when yer they will not be iedto 
the leaſt title of the Law. Whence it 1s, that: moſt wen walk 
in the broad way, and yet every Mas thinks to exter in at the 
ſtrait oate. They will baldly do what God forbids, and yet con- 
fidently hope to eſcape what he threatens, Bur let all ſuch read 
theſe two Scriptures andtremble : The fuſt is, Deut.29.19,20. 
where the Lord rels us expreſly, that be will' xot be merciful, 
to fach as flatter themſelves in an evil way, but that his wrath 
aed jealonſic ſhall ſmoak_ a amſt them, and every curſe that is 
writes. in his Book. (hall Poke #pon them, &c. And the ſe- 
cond is, Prov.1,. That if we will not regard, nor hearken wato 
God when he cals upon us for repentance : be will not hear nor 


hins for mercy ; but even laugh at our deftruttion, and mock. 
when ,our fear cometh, v. 24,0033. See other places to this 
purpoſe, Heb.12.29. Dent.4.24. CMatth.25. 30,41, 6 64. 
and 3.10. Theſe are Scriptures that wanld ſtartle them, 
were they not ſtark, dead ; but all is one, God they May hear, 


© reats, Whenthey car the forb:dden fra;r, at the price of deat 
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: Ne minds nothing bur hs cups, another no:hing but 
his coine, a third, nothing but his Conrtiz.an; yer all | 


this Caſe ; as being of, and holding chat reprobare, and yer | 


regard ut, when in our diſtreſs and anguiſh we hail call upon F 


but tHe Devil will they believe, 75 it fired with our Firſt Pa- | ** 
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eternal : Sin like Opinm, brings them uno a dead ſleep; 

and in ſleeping they dream,and ſuppoſe themſelves gaod Chris 
flians : Even as a Beggar may dregn bes a Kit, Qt.aTra- 
tor that be ſhall be crowned, when be 1 to he bebeaded :. and ot 
che cime be as much pleaſed therewith, And ſoinchis caſe; 

" whereof We have three molt remarkable inſtances in the New 
Teftement, the one Rev.3.17. another. Luke 18,11,12, the 

third, Mar.10, 19,20. Which examples ſufficiently declare, 

that rheſe mens faith is but a dreaw, their hops but a dreews, 

their obedience. but a dreamy..thicir whole religion bur a dream 

and ſo their aſſurance of ſalaghzar is but 2 dream. They have 

Regener e190 in conceit, RepertWyee and righteonſneſ5 in conceit, 

they ſerve God well in.conceit, and they ſhall go to Heaven ouly 

1» conceit, or ina dream, and never wakg will they feel them 

ſelves in the flanzes of Hell. And thetruch is, were 1t nbt for 
Pride and [gnerance, a world of men would be athamed+o 

have theit faces ſeen abroad. As, 'buttake away fram mens * 

minds, vain epmongy flattermng bepes, falſe valuations; inapis 

vations, and the like, you will legve the wizds of moſt men and 
women but poor (hrunken things, full of melancholly, rudiſpoſi- 
110n, axd uupleaſing te themſelves. O'my brethren, take heed 

of ſivning away your neaſon; leſt by loſs of conſcience, you be-, 
come Atheiſts, and by loſi of reaſon, beaſts. As, hag arecheſe 
becrer than beaſts for marrex of reaſe: ? For ſuppoſe they are 
« wicked as Devils in their lyves, yer this (hall ſerve to blind 
conſcience ; T hey haws goed "= 
their lives be * When every wiſe map knows, that the gav- = 
ward altiqns declare the inward imentions.: A gead conver- 
flon 14. proved by a \ goed comperſation. Nor is there ny $4 
| ow 

fo 


inthe aowb, or herd, which was nog in the by 
fall; asthe ſtreams is firtin the Fountain. Ont of t 
ſaich our Saviour, proceed evil thoughts, murthers, aduke? us, 
fornications, thefts, falſe  witeeſs,  blaſphemies, Math 1 5, 
19, Yerwehavegood hearts,and mean well : Alas, poor 
Jenorant ſouls ! for every re of wich s that appeargin 
| the life, there is an Ocean in the heart. The tyart of mays is 


| deceicfyil above all things, and deſperatet wicked, Jer.17.9; 
ben a Man'thinks there is no decein it,eyen tn thathe 
| ; 1s 
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hearts, and mucav well, Whatever... - 


18 '  Thehlglieht meant of Converſion. 

' 1s moſt of all deceived; Infomnch that.every man hath need 

topray,;0 God defend me from my ſelf » for a mans own heart ts 
as arch atrajtor as eny he ſhall meet withal ; we truft it too-mmch, 

and know 't too little ; as it fared with Hazel, 2 Kin.8.12,13, 
and Peer, Mar.26.33.andchoſe Fews;AR.2.36, -** 

Bur chough they know not their own hearts, yerGM knows 
themzzud others may know them. : For words and ations ex- 
preſs our hearts to men, as thoughts to God : Why elſe does owr 
Savion# (1y, by their ſraits ye ſhall know them, Mat.7.16,20, 
And'ag1in more expreſly, Out of the ab#ndance of the heart, the 
month ſpeaketh,Mat.12.34. Yea, yet more fully, 4 good man 
out of the good treaſury of hu heart brizgeth forth good things ; 
wil as eviimmn out of the evil treaſure of his heart, bringeth 
forthevil things,ver.3 5. : 

Bue belides our warrant fron Geds word; the tortue uu 
the bewrayzr of the heart, ſes Pythagoras. A mas it, no- 
thing +better known, then by h1s communication, \ates Semeca. 
'T bt habit of the mind, 1s beſt perceived bYa mans talkirg, ſaith 
Diog net. "He who canmt rule his Tongne, can much leſs rule 
bis laſts, ſnes Socrates, - 'And another, Evil ſpeaking diſco- 
ver an evil heart, as the ſiriking of the clapper does a broken 
Bell. Yea, it wereſenſeieſs to thinkthe Foyntarn pare, when 
the ſtreams that flow from 1t,ar2 corrupr ; that Garlick ſhould 
gow out of a Vine-ſtoct+ "That wine ſhould be in the Veſſel, 
when only Viregar comes forth, | Aipay then with that more 
fooliſhthan common boaft of a good: heart, when the toxgue is 
foul, and the life filthy : For when ſmoak comes ont of the chim- | 
ney, there maſt needs be fire on the hearth. When the floods of 
wichedneſs come guſhing out ' at ' thine hands and month, 
there muff needs be a ſpring in thine heart which maintains 
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: Herefore take heed of fl:rrering, or ſoothing thy: 
ſelf up wich a vain ard falſe bepe + Which 1s.much! 
| mere common in the Wortd,' rhan that which isÞ x; 
ſound ard grrd; even as b:ſtard Pearls are mord} hp 

m3. frequent! NY 


3 like A; welins o | F130, 
\ Fequently worn then trut Pearls are, And in eaſe thou wonld- 
eſt be Jooſed from the chains of thy ins, and delivered from the 
Chains of plagues : That thou wouldit bave the fame, Ghrsft, 
with hes preciow blond. to free thee, that ſhall with bis Word 
ſentence others. Then endeayo.:r to be,ome a true, and real 
Chriſtian, and reſolve ſo near as thou eanſt. ro obey. Chrift 
in all that he commands. And indeed, 5f {brift be formed in 
x), be deftrojeth the devils. power, which formerly hethad in 
| them. Heb.2.14, 15, ani his Wicked worky, 1 John 3.8: 
If any man bein Chriſt, he i a new creature, 2: Cor:5.17. 
Wherefore ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, Iſa. 1.16,17. 
For f-nirf»lne/3 is the beſt argument that we are begotten 
anew. Nor canir be denied, bu: the figxs of /atvation are to 
be ſouphr in oxr /e{ves, as the cauſe in Feſm Chyifts Our 
7uſtification is 18 be proved by the fruits of onr Santlification: 
and though fairh alone juſtifieth, yet juſtifying faith is never 
alone but ever accompanied with fpirit#al graces, the beau» 
ties of the ſoul; and good works the beanty of graces: Yeaghey 
areas inſeparable,as the root and the ſap,the ſun and its light; 
 Andas fire is to be diſcerned by hear, and /ife by motion ; ſo 
| a mars faith may be diſcerned by the frgits of it. Whetre'ore 
| fancy nor thy ſelf to be a (hriftian, until thou beeſt onE;and-. 
| wher: thou art ſo,thou wile(by belp from above)endeavour 
| | 10 bring into captivity every thought and thing to the obidiexce 
| of Crif, 2 Corvra'y. 1 Joh.2,4.' And -indeed-the very 
| end of Gods elefting, and of Chrifts redeeming ut was that we 
| might be holy, Epheſ: 1; 4. Mat.'19. 17, "And therefore be 
"Þ bindr it with an Oath,that whom (otver he redeemeth out of tht 
hands of oh ſpiritual enemies they ſhall worſhip him jn holixeſt 
righreon/neſs aft the daits of their lives, Luke r.70.to 76. 
Pet.2.24.They therefore that vever came c&'be og | 
never choſen,never redeemed + Other Scrigtores to'this pur- 
poſe are many ; ſee ofly7ir-2.1 2314. 1 Per.2.24. Hat,ng.: 
17. Noy =gbe hy trdeed, to call upon { briſt, or once ri uttip: 
him with thei? months; except they depart fron meu; 
2 Tim.2.19' And rake this for « rule, If Chrift be nora”: > 
| King to govern us, he will neither be onr Prophet ro forewary,” + 
#1 br onr Prieſt toexpiace. ada in hope; that God lg. | 
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"The likelieft means of Comver fron. | 
bleſsit to ſomeone that (hall read the ſame ; but forthe ge- 
nerality,” ' It '*' 45 meer loft labowy to preach uno mes the | 
ehyngs of God, before they be truly humbled with the ſoaht of 
their wants; as ut i440 offer light 16a blind man, 10 (tak to a 
deaf won, or to labour to make a bruit Beaſt wiſe, as Cyprian |. 
hachic; | | 


CHAP, VII. 


'. che.iGoſped, are ſo far from being Chriſtzexs, that 
A - they are the Dreils ſervarts, who in the enawill pay 

- chens cheir-deſerved wages, | I come now toſhew 
who ate&-Chriſtiens in appearance only, or almoſt Chriſtians, 
and Whar'their reward Will be; therformer, 1 fear, ate'two | 
thitdsof che Nation, theſe in all. probabilicy are rworhurds 
of the'\Reſidue. - Andof chis ſortare, firſt, ſuch as;2re meertly | 
croul, of nerral,, becauſe \they rake morality and reſtrammg 
grace, for piety and renewing . grace:;3:comvidtion £0r converſion; 
reformation fot regeveration, True AMeardlity and Coyvilug'may 
commetnid'us to men;ltke our ſeives;har-ſee only the oughde; 
but notito Ged, who knows.the heirr.4/ not. will it brings to 
Heaven and Saluatren, They may;ſuppoſe themſelves in a 
goodeſiare,, but except they berevewed, renounce their own 


ngherenſrtſe, and ſeek to be juſtified onty;by Faith in Chriſt, 
par grkaru > £0 before them 
«no the Kingdom of Heaven, as , our Savour told their bre-, 
thren the. Serubrr and Phariſees whocgunted themſelves Juſt, 
and rcuſted.to their own merits, Adarth.21.31,32. Luk. 18, 
T0,11,12,... Beſides, a8 nothing is more.ca/ily. broken, - th 
that which is moſt bard, ſo notorious offenders are nothing ſo 
bard co'be coppyrced.and converted as the cxwilly honeſt; Which 
alſo greacens their miſery, .though their condition of jc. ſelf 
1s very deplorable: For alkſuch are ro know, that their very . 
beſt ſervices, 25 prayivg, and faſting, and receiving, and 
gving of alms, &c.( becauſethey are nor done in. faith and 
obedience to the Word, and that God may be glorified thereby ) } - 
&e 110-betierin Gods aceounty than if they bad [ian ama | 
| "Af RIA or | 


Per proved, Thar all who walk contrary toF- 


The likelic/ means of Cover fiod. " 2t 
87 ent off a dogs neck., or offered f@pmes bloudor bleſſed xx; Taal: 
as himſelf affirms, 1/4.66.3. Nax will Goaaccepr of any afti= 
f | on, except it flow from a piers and good heart, ſanttified by the - 
4 | Holy Ghoſt. Yea, civil kwpeſty fevered from rrue piety, bumi- 
 lity, ſaving knowledge, fincere love to God, true obedience to his 
; Word, juſtifying faith, a zeal of Gods glory, and 4 defore tethi- 
fie; and win others; God will neither accept, nor reward, but 
/ account of their moral vertues as of ſhining or gliſtering fins, 
becauſe they ſpring from pride,sgnorance, iufiaelity,ſelj-love, 
- and other the like carnal reſpe&s,as tnany examples prove z 
namely, (4ins (acrificing, 1 Job-3.12. The fews faſting, lia. 
58. thoſe Reprobates preaching in Chriſts name, and caſting 
ont Devils, Matz7+22,23-and the like, whoſe outward works 


oa ww 


=, 


, | werethe ſame which the godly perform. And wha. faich 
© | Sc. Aubin moſt excellently, There is 00 rue Vertne, where”. - 
$ | there is no er#e Religioy,/ and that conſcience Which is got div” © = 
J |. rected by the zpord, even when it does beſt does 5h ; becauſerr =: 
{| doth it not in faith,obedzence, and loves) oo 

; Secondly, let chem know, thar being-out of Chyfh, they 

/ | are bound to keepthp whole Law,Gal. 5.2,3.0r and liable | 

3 | ro ſuffer the penalty thereof, for not keeping /it. For though | 

0 | this bethe conditioniof the New Covenant, Believeand thou 

a] ſoaltbe ſaved; yerall rhat they have to truſt untois, fo the, * 

"| andljve, Rom.19,5. Andenrſed « every-onethat cominueth 


= 
= 


not in all things which are written in the Book.of the Lawta de - 
them, Gal. 3:10. AndI wiſh chatthey would ſeciquilythink 
of it,and what need they have.of Cbriff,, whom they rather _.._ 
perſecute, thay obey, bisGoSþet1a love. -.'; | BY INE, 
Indeed,let them ger a 1y#e,livel;, apdjuftifying faith. Put Fr 
; Je off concerning the former converſation, the Old may which i 
corrupted, through the deceiveable (uſts, and be renewed.in tbe 
ſpirit of your minds ; 4nd put on'the: New man, which after 
Ged 18 created in rightrnſueſt, and er8e holineſs EpB+ 4+ 22, 
23, 24. and then Chrift and all bjs benefits and promiſou xxl 
belong wnte.yon, but not before. In the meas time, you o7y 32 
our blood, E26k. 16.'6. and have to. anſwer 'not- only. for 
your Orsgizel guilt, but for every thought, word; and 4 iow 
of yours, froth. your ibfancy, Meh 9-12, 13: Auk; 1:53 
PEfS —_—.. © "BN 
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. -Yhe likelieft wean of Converfion. 
Gal.5-1,to/7. enough to mike you bethink your ſelves. And 
ſo much of Civiland Hora! men, | 


CHAP. 1X. 


"A Econdly,there are others, and not a few,that /cews and 
g profeſs themſelves real { briſftians ; when if they were 
AZ wel examined, and difcovered, as Zephra once diſco- 

vered, and diftinguiſhed who were - Ephramites, and 
who Gileadites, by their pronouncing the word Shitbeleth, 
Jwdg.12 6. Tt would be found, that the moſt of theſe alſo, 


are no-more like Chritians, than Michaels Image of goats 
._ hair was like David, Many have « form of gedlineſs, while 


# they dey the power of it; yea, there-ire too many rirular 
- Chriſtians, who ftand more upon. the outward appearance of 
godlmels, than the jyWard eſſence. Such as ſtems, and are not, 
fey, #nd ds nor, profeſs, and praf7iſe not. Others there are, 
| who be not only great talkers of Religion, but great fre- 
gquenters of holy exerciſes ? Yet altogether negleft to praflice 
the ſame, Ezek. 33.31. That like fk fomacks, much do 
. ſwollow down, but little do digeſs ; that go to Charch only 
Fo be ſeen there, and out of ſelf ends, that it may the more 
" snbavgſe their gain gncreaſe their cuſtuwme, Or to get credit and 
eſteen thereby. Nor do they alyaies miſs of their aim ; for 
for ontward ſhew they come ſhort of none.Neither is there 
any duty done bya Chriſtian, but an Hypocrire may outftrip 
kiminit. Who may be'refembled to ihat unwelcome guelt 
the wind ; for as the wind will counterfeit any diſeaſe of the 


-# 


bedy, whether it þe the fone. gowr, and the ike ; So theſe 


outſide und formal Cbiift;ans will counterfeit every grace of 


the foul; as faith, zeal, and the like; Yea, to the eye ofthe 
world, they telemble 2oſcovia-glaſr, which ( though itbe 
6fF little worth/) is @s clear 4s Chriſtal, at inanſparent 48 air ; 
yea!the Hypoerite my not only paſs for a true Chriſtian, (as 
did Fiidas, Alnaniarand Saphira, Nicholas the Deavon, &c.) 


bur they 'will ſeems #6 onif{yip them in goodneſs, as. ſnow does 


falt 1 4 ſuyer in whiteniſ3,” And wellthey pay, when their | 


principal'care is, only'to bide their defefts; as Fulins Ceſar 
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T he likeuet means of Conv er rows. 
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\ 122833 C EHAP. X, 
[ Grant there are of them ſo like Chr5fiaas, (3 to the 


*.. 46 


external parts of Cbriftianity ) that it is no cafie matter 
to'conyieice them that they are not really ſach; for they 
have bien Feptized, live wareprovably, pay their dues, 
hy jt thiir families,are charitable, chaſte, temperate hear the 
Rte repea Sermons inſtratt theix children and ſer- 


good and real Chrififahs. 

To which I anſwer, Allthis they may do, and yet be 6«r 
ho &] ag eh For is a ch;l/d of God, by looking more 
6005 fi 


ns,than his graces,more upon his failings,chan his + 


faith, more upon in-dwelling lufts, than renewing grace, 
May think, his condirion very bad, when it t very good. So the 


. ©. Fae, by IBoking inore upon his duties than tis ſins, may 


-rbiak kys condition very good and yer be ina wicked eſtate. And 
the reaſon is, Many fete cops gract, for ſaving grace ; 
throogh the reſomblanee rhar is between them. As many zake 
ove frit "money for tvurrtie coin; And as Saxd took rhe 


$0 thany pake common gifes for ſaving traces, becauſe of the 
refernblance. And the & the common Roth that ſo many ſouls 
f*t wpoy th thei? eteryldl hazayd,  Thiey take up a form of 


dIvveſs, bot deny the poives thereof ; And as many might + 


Rive been 93/2,hadthity rrot ſo thought themfſelves;ſo man 
% for mal Profeſſor, RY _ pets Betrever had be 
fiot thiffook tns Pro efjron for Converſron;his Dnties for Gra- 
mm "god ſo reſted r9'that for Sincerity, which is indeed bur 
«cr | Fe; w* TY %y, big + © BIT 

. *, A'mth mliy be /;he, vr almeft a Chyiftian,and yet not be a 
Chrifiay, A min'ridy come bo #o the Ki wpdons of bdavie, 
md brue're the wetr.” Tho art not far from the Kingdoms 
i heyrs ld One "Savin Sh eg mas, Mark 12 
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There may be the # 
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vantr, with many the like ; therefore they muſt needs be | 


Samuel, becauſe he appearedin Samwels likeneſs : 


| 
* There is an Ty and an inrerwal worſhip of God ( 
neſs of grate, withoue the life of ai 


eh. 
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he likel:eff means of Convtr fron. "BF: 
T here 14 no grace but an Hypocrite may bave ſorrwhat liks its 
and there is yo duty done by a Chriſtian, but an Hypecrits may. 
do ſomewhat liks it. A man may attain to many gifts, and 
ſeeming graces,and make a great progreſs in Religion ; yea, 
he may do all ( as to external duties and worſhip ) that @ tre, 
Chriſtian can do, and yet be buq almoſt a { briſtian : As Qb- 
ſerve what Gedſaith, //a.58. of chat peeple ; They ſerh me 
daily, T hey delight 10 know my way ,au a Nation that diarigh- 
rrowſneſs and forſook not the Ordinances of their God: T hey auhy, 
of me the Ordinances of 7 uftice,T hey rake delight in approati» 
3ng to God, ver.2. yea, in the next verſe, 7 hey were « prople 
much in faſting and affiifting their ſouls : Wherefore have we 
faſted,ſay they,and thew ſceft 3t nor? And yet for all this hey 
were 0o better than a generation of Hypicrizes, as, you may. 
findif you read the Chapter. | . 
' Some neither hear xoy do,as prophane linners; ſome byth heav. 
and do,as true Beliewtys ; ſome hedr but do not,as hypocritical 
Profeſſors. A man may believe all the truths of the Gofpel, all 
the promiſes,all the threatnings,all the Articles of ahe Creed ta © 
be true, ayd yes periſh for want of ſaving faith: A man may be 
couverted from a courſe of prophaneneſs, to « form of goalineſs, 
from a filthy converſation, to a fair profeſhon and pad, us al- 
moſt a Chriſtian, A man miay be oxtwaraly reformed, and yet 
wot ſavingly renewed, &c, 4-4; 3 


CHAP. XI. 


Ur would you know, who are indeed Chr;f;axs, as 
Brun Paxl was z and who bat. e/moit Chriftians, as 
k# Agrippe was. Or rather wouldft thou rightly kaow 
'" theſincerity of thine own heart, of thy profeſſion, 
of thy Religion, ( which as one would think, ſhould be the. 
earneſt deſire of every ingenuaus ſoul) then avk thy conſci- 
ence theſe queſtions, Art thou ſenſible how eviland wicked 
thou art > Poſt thou ſeriouſly lay ro heart ? Firſt, the cor« 
ruption of thy nature, by reaſon of Original fin ? ſecondly cby 
manifold breach of Gods righteous Law, by atlnal fin? 
Thirdly, the guilt and puniſoment due to thee for them both? 


\ 


And . -* 
EY I 7 OT. ; 


_ The likelieſ meant of Conver fron. | 
Andin-caſe thouart truly ſenſible of thy wretchrdveſ7 it is ® 
ou that thou artin ſome forwarieſs to-be recovered, | 
nd indeed, the very firſt ſtep to'prace,. is to feel the want of 
grace and the neceſſity of a Redeemey. And the next way to re- 
celve mercy,.is to ſee your ſelfe miſerable. 

Doſt thou fiad that the g/ord and Spirit hath wrought es 
apparent change in thy judgement, affettions, aud ations, to 
what they were formerly ? Is Chriſt thy greateſt joy, ſin thy 
greateſt ſorrow,and grace the prime cbjebt of thy deſires ? Art 
ch0u 44.20»ſcientions aloneand in private, where God only ſees 
thee,as if thy greatef# enemy ,or all the World did behold thee ? 
D6ſt thou make conſcience of evil thoughts > Grieve for 
thy uoprofitableneſs under the means of grace ? for the evil 
which' cleaves to thy. very belt ations ? And. for fins of 
- Omiſſion > Whatever thou enjoyeſt 0n'this ſide Hel, doſt 
thou think thy ſelf unworthy ofit ? Doſt thou wore fear the 
Want of grace, than confide in what thaw haft ? Dolt thou 
endeavour to /eaveevery ſin, and make conſcience. of every - 
Auty ? Dolt thow make Gods glory the chief end of all thy afti- 
ons,and aims? Doſt thou delire the converſion of others * 
Then my ſoul for thing, thou art wore thay almoſt 4 

Again,T be lowt of grace in another is a good proef of the life 
of grace in our ſelves ; a child of God cannot love 4 ſinner, a 
ner, Plal.15.4. Pro.29.27. So 4 finner canner love a child 
af Ged,as achild of Gog Briefly, when a mans heart is through- 
ly renewed by grace his mind ſavingly enlightued,his conſcience 
throughly convinced, the will truly bymbled, and ſnbdutd, the 
affeftions ſpiritually raiſed. -and ſanttified; and when mind, 
_ and wil,and con/cience,and affetHon;,al joyn iſſneto help on 
| with/performance of d#ties commanded ; then is a man alroge- 
= ther aChriftian, 0 
- But contrarily, he that takes up with 4 form of |Godlineſs, 
kating or denying the power thereof, i an Hyporrite, ipſo | 
. fat.- And let-men take heed of that ſin withtwofares, and © 
whoſe reward # the deeepeſt place in Hell - as appears by | 
' Matth.23. Ani cherather, \f xr char wickedy2(7. deer moſt 
rauklethe hearts mpen it u kept in and difembled-Beſides the © , 
TR OO KF”: . TS [cas 
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Tha likeliefÞ means of Converſion; 
[cab of 'Hypecrifie does not ſeldom break, our into the playe 
fore of  Apoſtacy. Fulian the Apoftate was firlt: 7ulias 
Profeſſor. To conclude,ifthou findelt not theſe notes of fin» 
cerity in thy ſelf, let it be the carnelt deſire of thy ſoul; and - 
thy principal endeayour to obtain the ſame.Mtherwife,woe 
unto thee ! For, outward profeſſion, where there is wany of iy= | 
ward truth,and real prattice, does but help to draw on,-and 
aggravate judgment:The Scribesand Phari/ees had not heard 
of ſo many woes, but for their glorious pretences : and/hadthe 
Figrree in the Goſpel been utterly bare and-/eafleſs,” itbadin 
all probability eſcaped the arſe. Thus miſtake otpbie- 
their 


- 


rance, is One great cauſe of mihy mens falling ſhorro 
hopes. and ot their being bat a/me## Chriftians, while they 
think themſelves Chriſtians indeed. © IETNE 


CHAP. XII. . 
Ute Secondly, Pride is anctber cauſe : We are ſo-proud 
Bu nature, that we have a» eye ro ſee our beamty, but 
not onr deformity ; onr parts, bug not our ſpots; 0nr 
' ſeeming righteonſue/s, but not our real nanghtineſs; our 
ſpiritual wretchedneſs. We have all for the moſt part «ſelf 
righteouſneſs ; Every wan, ſaies Luther. bory with'a Pope im 
bu belly. - But'it mult be the work of grace only, that will 
make us ſee onr exrream vileneſs, and that will make us ac- 
ceptable toGod ; and it muſt be the work of grace, that mui? 
ſew a mani hug want of grace. It is the Believers Motto, The 
leaſt of Saints, the greateſt of Sinners. Butthe Carud! mans . 
Morro is, I thank God, Tam wr as other wen. Epheſ.3.8. 
1 Tim.1.15, Luke 18.11, Buf the only way to became good, 
frft to believe that we are evil. _ 
| Thirdly, Another canſe iv Lazineſs, and the love of the 
Porld : «1 [moſt thou perſwadeſft me 10 become a Chriſt, (aics 
Agrippa toPaxl;but he eould not find in hi heart t0 
one altogether; for then he muſt. live a-more.ſtri& life 
relinquiſh the worlds wicked cuſtoms. $0: Baleam cav 


Willing ts die the deathef rhe righteowr, but to part with his © 
Fovetouſnels, and (ve the life of the righteiar, be cakldmr | 
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F he hkelift means of Corutr fron. | 
findin hit heart - And therefore (hriſft profited him nothing. 
Helt i” to be had with eaſe bnt the Kingdom of Heaven ſuffer s 
vidlewee, Mat.11.12. Many ſrall ſeth, to enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven,but ſhall not be able,becanſe they did uot ſtrive, 
Laki13.24. Yea, many run well in the way of Chriſtianity 
for a while, but they do not hold out, Gal.5.7. But perſevce 
+ance is the crown of all grace, and Heaven the crown of per ſe- 
Derance. 

It is ſaid of 8he trwly righteows, he ſhall ſearcely be ſaved, 
1 Pe4-4.18. And it is ſaid of the ſeemingly righteons,he ſhall 
be almoſt ſaved, 1'Pet.4.18. AQs.26 23. T how art wot far 
from the Kingdom of God, Ma 12.34: As good not at all, as 
wever the nearer; a4 ge0d never run the race as miſs of the yoal, 
aud prize We run for. Wherefore content not thy ſelf wich 
being almoſt a Chriſtian ; bur ſee thou beeſt one altogether, 
and in good earneſt: For «ll who are but almoFt Chriſtians, 
ſhall be but almoſt ſaved; and to be ſaved almoſt, us to be dan- 
ed; We know almoit a ſon, ts a baſtard ; almoſt ſwett, is uu- 
ſavoury. A Chriſtian almoſt, ts likg 8 woman that dicth in tva- 
veil ; almoſt ſhe brought forth a ſon, but that almoſt killech 
both the mother and the ſon too : If thou believeſt almoſt, tho 
ſhalt be ſaved almsft. As we toay ſay of a.7 bief that bath « 
pardett brong bt hims,whilſt he 1s upon the Gallows he was almoſt 
ſaved, but he was hexged; and bis pardon did him no good. 
To be almeFt a Chrift;an,is to be like the fooliſh Virgins that 
had Lamps, but withuut oj in them; for which they were 
ſhut out of Heaver, though they came to the very door, 
Adat.25.10;11,12. Wherefore it concerns all that would 
go'to Heaven, and be indeed ſaved, to become Chriftians 
ondeed, and in good earneft. fr 6:10] 


CHAP. XI. . 


A Nd what 1 ſay anto theſe, I ſay nnto all, as well 

- prophane perſons; and civil min, as to formal profeſ- 
A. aÞ ſors} yea, it were to be wiſhed, that each mas that 
- / "hath a ſbul, coliveeternally ia bliſs or:woe, would = 
took himſelf 5n this glaſs, Hy py hanfelf by thu — | £ 
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| be dikes teſt means of Conver | 
"All that have any care of their own ſouls, or chat pieber tbe | 
everlaſting flames of fireand brimſtone in Hel, before as eternal 
woekref fo per-abundant glary in Heaven : Not will a wiſefnan 
need much preffing to this work; Jy rium St.Brrnavd'1 
A wiſe man foreſecth the toyments of Hell Duan har 1s them; 
only a fool goes on merrily, wntill be feels them, and ther ſales, { 
had not thought. 
Now thac every man ought co examine himſelf, we have 
the Apoſtles injunRion, 2 Cor.13. Examine gar th tro 


ther ye be mthe faith, prove'ye your own ſelves; know 
your own ſehves ?- HR _ Zefa Chriſt 12 im you, yn, cx pol 
- gry bp ?. Verſ, bk t noi po us 

at; . For (as C peaks) &v hevede mes 
Eder ths bl of 3 nr i) gran? Jhe- brift : ov «child 
of the Devil; ioln's 44. Of the womavs ied, or of the 
Serpents, Gen, 3.15, "Por There is not a mean between 
them: 

Secondly, Wedhould che rather doir, becauſe there-&e 
bur a fewehat are real aud fouctre Chriftiue, here and chere 
one, like 4:mber trees in awood ; 'Or like gold and jewels a- 
awovg other ſbuff : popairoa + hath choſen ona of | the 
World, Sanaa res» lon ar ide ſmall number, wp 
Flock, mu Lieu 12.32, + As,d6 
we nor. read,/!Thar the'\ _— broad way to di” 
geen ard but 8 ; that leadeth no 
life, Matth: 7.13, 14: The the nlolewortd nk ewwicked, 
neſs, 1 John 5.19. That the: number of thoſe whom Satan 
ſhall decerve, 15 4s the ſand of the Sea, _ 20, mY That 
all, bath ſmall and great; rich. and yoor, 


re- 
ceive the mark of the Beaſt in their forehe wy I 3. 16, 
Whereas they that believe eþe' t rebut for innumM- 


ber, Rom;10.16, Iſa.g31.\ That many gre called, andbut 
fax choſen, Math. 20.16, and\22.14;' The b the rmums- 
ber of the Children of Jſraah, are. as the ſaud of the Sea, yet 
only a renmant ſhall be ſaved: Rom.'9. 37. | There were but 
ſeven righteous perſons 4n the old World. Al} Sodom afforded 
mot ren, (Elijah ſaith, 1 wily remain 4 Prophet of the Lord, 
bur Baals Prophets are Four buialred and ffry, ©'Kings't8. 
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22. Micha complaineth of the multitude of the withed in hut 
time, and ſmall number of the faithful, Mic.7.2. | Behold, 
ſaith Iſaiah, 1 and the childrey whom the Lord bath given 
mes are for ſigns 4nd wonders in Iſrael, Ifa.$. 18. andin 
Chap.53.1. Lord who hath believed wwy report ? Lord, ſaith 
S4hes Fohn, thou haſt but a few names in Sardis, Rev. 3.4. 
' . Wereadalſo, that the whole City went to drive Chriſt out of 

their Coaſts, not a Gadarean was found, that either dehorted 
bus fellows, or oppoſed the motion, Mat.8.34. when Pilate 
ashed,what ſhall be done with 7oſuia 7 all with ont conſent cried 
ont; (rucifie him, crucifie him, Mat.27.22- There was 4 
general ſhout for Njana for twotours together, Great is Diana 
of the Epheſians ; not one man took Panls part, AR. 19.27, 
28. Tea. the chief owe told Paul, that bis ſeft was every where 
ſpoken againſt, ACt.28.22. How thendoes it concern every 
. man ofus,to bethink our ſelves, whether we be of that ſmall 
namber, and co miſtruſt the worſt of himſelf ; as all the wiſe 
+ and(lintere hearted do, witneſs the eApoftles, Mar 26.22. 
And for want of. this,mwazy go ro Hell,while they think thenn 
ſelves in the way to Heaven : As, why elſe did thoſe Fews fo 
confidently boaſt themſelves the chi/dren of Abraham?when 
indeed they werethe Devils children, Fob-8.44. And choſe 
Revel 3.9. ſay they were Fews, when indeed they were of the 
Synarogre of Satan, as the' Holy Ghoſt tells us. And fo at - 
chis preſent, becauſe-men arecalled after Cbrits name, and 
wear ns cogniſance;\ they net- once doubt, but they are 
Chriſtians beyond all exception. . 


\y c | CHAP. XiV. 


'/F Henceic were to be,wiſhr, that 4 ſeparation were 
made, between ſuch as ſerve Chriſt in ſincerity, 
-,v and ſuch as ſtrve hins not ; as Jehu made 4 ſepa- 
ration: between the ſervants of 'God, and the worſhippers of 
Baai;2 Kings 10.23, This were the way to make men look 
into themſclves, ' . Bur 05% | 

Thirdly and laſtly, There can be nothing of greater con- 
ſequence to the careleſs: For are Form! Profeſſors —_ 


wardly ſaniiified, ſhall yet be eternally: rejefied, and ſhut 
out of Heaven ; then ſ.rely the filthy Adxlterer the Swi- 
nifb Drunkard, the belliſh Swearer and Cnrſerthe prophanc 
Sabbath-breaker, the fonl-monthed ſceffer, and ſlanderer 


of Heaven ; | then how ſad ſhall their woe be,that fall ſhort 


of them that fall ſhort of Heaven ? O that God would make. - 


the conſideration of this-an awakening argumenit to-:fx- 

ners, that are aſleep-in their luſt, ' without the leaſt fear of 

death, or dread of damnation'! SH5T 
Now to wind up allwith a word of exhortation ; If-by 


what you have heard, the $pirir of God bath ftirred upinyour | 


hearts any g06d motions and reſolutions, to receive-with 
meekneſs the ingrafied Word, which ut able to ſave your ſouls. 
If. you be convinced that you arenor'as you ſhould be, real 


Chriſtians,and do reſolve upon a new courſe; let-your reſo- * 


Jutions be peremptory and conſtant, and take heed you 


harden not again, as Pharaohthe Philiſtins, the Tonng man | 


. #n tbe Goſpel, Pilate and Fudas, did.  Reſemble- not the 
Iron, which is no longer /ofe, then itis in the fire. Benoe 
like thoſe that are Sea-fck , who are much rroxbled while 
they are on ſhipboard, bat preſently well again when they are 
come to ſhore : For that good, ſaith S. Gregory,. will do ws no 
good, Which ts not made goed by perſeverance. If with theſs 
premonitions, the Spirzr ſhall vouchſafe to. ftir up'in your 
hearts any rood motions,and holy purpoſes to obey Ged,in 
o ctting your ſins go; quench net grieve not the Spirit, 


of the. 
Saints much more. If there be a woe to him that falls ſhort-. 


1 The, 
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, 


| 5.19." Retarv not with the dog to thy vomit, left dy larr md | 
prove fever-fold worſe than thy beginuing, Mat.12.43;45, chit | 
fared wich Jaliawthe Apoſtare, and Judas the Traxtor : Yea, - 
28 you render'the good ct your own ſouls, fer upon'the work | 
prefernly ; Provide with Joſeph; for - the dearth. to come ; and 
whh Noah, 4 the daies of ;hine health, baild the Ark of a good 
 dOnſciance againſt the flonds of ſickneſs 5 1mitate the Ant, that 
provides her meat 1# ſummer for the winter following, Yea, do 

x while che yearn bowels, the bleeding wounds, the compaſſ;- 
onaze 'axme3 Of Feſms Chriſt lie open to receive. you 3; Whillt ye 
have health, and life, and nears; and rime, to repent and 
make your peaceWith God : As you tender ( I (ay) che ever- 
king happineſs and welfare of your almolt loftand drown- 
edſouls, As you expect or hope for grace or wercy, for joy 
and comfort, for Heaven and ſaluarion, for endleſs bliſs and 
Jlorgar thelaſt ; Asyou would eſcape the diFeful wrath of 

Eo ithe bitter ſentence and drom of Chriſt ; The never dying 


"C 


> - ſvg and worms of \conſcience ; The tormenting and ſoul- ſcorching 
. flewes of Hell, and ever laſt wg ſeparation from Gods bhſiful pre- 
ſexes; Airive afterchoſe graces wherewvith a .crue Chriltian is 
qualified. Nor do I ask any more, hut that you will now hear- 


” '- heiridbre Chriſt, 4 you would have Chriſt another day hearken 
_ waſp b | 1 | - 

h Gals by way of cautiox,expett nor that chis ſhould be dene 

by any power of chine own.3 For a cb1/d may as foon creare 


% 


ie felf;ai a nan in the ftate of "oi! 7 yi hunſelf,Eph.2.1, 


© * a Cetgi5. We are ſwift to all evil, but to any good, immovea- 
; ble; Wherefore as when David came to fight mth Goliahhe 
caſt away S21u15 47 manr; ſo do than thus caſe,caſt away all 
8nd confidente 11 thy ſelf, and only ſet farward in the name of 
Lord Godof 1ſrazl; 4nd be ſure couſe rhe means thar God - 
harh.appoinced,and chat power which Chr:ft ſhall give thee, 
endthen be will not be wanting, on his part : 44» that caſe 
of the Prodigal Son, Luke 15.17, to 25. | 
«Conſider what 1 have {aid, and the Lord groe you anderſtands © 
.. ngmallthingi. | 
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